
OFFICE OF 'TF P"T, 
Public Rii1ld1nPs o  

eor!'P town , 

Cfl.FT DT'  MrI  '.L  July 2 9  192. 

 

Your Excellency, 

I received your letter on Snturdnye  Furtr to 
what I told 7013 this morninp at v'wr office, those qr,  my 
corients.  I im not only di.sarnointed but disturbed. The 
renuest for n date to be fixed for Independence nnd nn 
Innpndnce Confprpnce 	first m-icie by me in the 1sttø 
srt of last yesr in Lndon, ?. Meudlin then red to 

Five def'iriite dates and ststed thrt the mtter wemld hv 
to be dscused it Cabinet level, 

As  I  we disntisfid with o vrue n Dro--qlse, I 
raised the issue befo'e the United Ntons 	Vou  will 
prob*ly remember, there was every poedbility of u vote 
adverse to the United Kru'dom in the Fourth Committee. 
A mntter of hours before the ouestion was due to he put to 
the Committee, we wo'e informed tht Mr. MaudlIng had sred 
to hold the Conference on the  15th  Mny. It  is import -nt to 
note that this was a date *certain and tt in vi"w of this 
promise the matter was not pursued before the Fourth  eom'-ittqe. 

Subceriuently, the Colonial Office ofrerrd the e"cuse 
th.t because a riot occurred  here d cvsiion of the countrv"s 
indenandence should he postponed. The talks were'd.journd 
from the date actunlly set to an "unspecified" time in  July, 
"if possible". It "ust be noted thnt I objected stronly to 
the principle implicit in this postnoneient ond that mvand 
In this reard was supported by Mr. Burnham, the lender of 
the majority opposition party. Nevertheless, over my ob1ct n, 
the tlks were nostponed and in the Hue,  Mr. Mpudiin is re- 
ported to hare said that while I did not consent I 
This was a øuhtle  distinction wlch I iiust enrPess is beyond me, 
Thu will remember that I might have he'n nrennred to arrer to 
postponement had it beQn to a fixec date in Ju1y'Hit tht. I wis 
firmly opposed to any iostnonement from a fl-v-el rnt,e to some 
unspecified time. My prTmiry purnoe was to see the ol7tcon'e 
of the  Irinldnd  talks hnt you will renie ,hr tht I ob4ctpd to 
the eventual holdinp of the Cr,nre ence helri' id in any wqv 
to the findings of the'Riot Commission. 

Although I objected the talks vpro in fact adnurned. 
I was heartened some time ago to be Informed by you tFnt the 
dr.e had nctuflly ben fixed for the lth July. Now, hver, 
I an informed thit tho date of the Conference is to be noat-
poned trntl 1 "after meetings of the Commonwealth Prime Mini stars 
In September". Once more there is postpo'nent from a dite 
certain to nn unspecified dite, Once -more, from the context 
of the telegram copied to me, thnre :-rlsfaiz the uinaccent.ahle 
princinle of m'Inp the Conference conOltlonnl unon the avill-
ability of the Cotmilsalon's report. 

I wish now to protest to yo" in the Stronepst os1ble 
terms Rnd  I wish to ask you to forwrd this protest and the 
relevant portions of this ler to Mr. Mud11np di'pctly. 

I wish to repent that this continued nollcy of nro 
crastination is in breach of  Her Majesty's toverr'nent's under-
taking to the Fourth Committee which was both e,rlIcir and 
irrrnlied in the statement mnc'e to delegtes by 11er Majesty's 



repreentative at the United Nations. I wish further to 
point out tht the continual ad.Iournments TP In direct 
breach of Her Majesty's Government's uncertnkjnp to me ng 
elected repreenttive of the people of this ccv nir. 

I wish furthr to noirt out that to continue to 
imply that the nostponnnt of this corntr's I ndeenenee 
is in any way re3ted to the NndinFrq of the Plot. Coion 
is to put a premium on iron, violence and looting, The inri 
cannot ep but be drawn by t - oee Inv'1vpc1 that' 1f  lei 
c'nt'-o1 is unpopular the proper tactic trpe is to I'nore the 
rule of law and rely on insurroetion. In s'nno"t of this con- 
tent'on I wish to cite 	folIowin: 

The dølay in supportlnsr he civil nowir by 
the ncessary militiry fo-co oftar I hid 
reouesed the same of 'ro' was one of  the 
factors which directv c-wtrilvuts%rl tn the 
extent of the diaturbnnes. 	hIs brie ben 
internreted by many veople nR q recon 4 t 4 on 
by Her Malesty's 4ovprrment of the basic 
rectitude of the onpositlon's nosition and 
as a  taøit  ittOmpl-  to  iasit  them,  in their 
attenpt to overthrow the Goverrrient by volca. 

(b) The failure of the Director of Public Progecu 
tions who is reszon'Ple oy  to vot 'o take 
adeunte legal stept rriinet those membe-rs of 
the community who openir "roke the law, en 
eoraed and P.n-tIr1,oAtPd In violence on 
February  l's. 

(c) Acceptance by Her Maetys  Government of the 
principle that independence must be delayed 
until after the'lot CønIsslon's f1ndIns 
which in a sense imp"lea thit the Comi salon 
was alt Ing in trial nrthe (o-ernmert :nd 
not of the inrre bielemen'° reerrnsible 
for the violence* 

Subsecuent to 'iv1np last fixeti tho dte fir our 
Inrienende Conference, Her Mn,jety 	Government l'owe to 
he ubiisbed without denial or published  In  the TT 	for 
June 26th, the statemnt that the British 	ana nerence 
would be held durIng July. ThIq at.ptiamert, cars' nvot- st 
prom the sunporters of the flnited Force 	nd frn nws- 
papers controlled by them, and to rescind the drir Ion now 
and postrone the Conference for n secd time is lV&v to 
create in the rinde of this minority faction t 	I 
that their preaure ha 	 Her 
to abandon the avowed decision, 

May I point out that this nolic'r of vacfllat.lon 
on the part of Her Majesty's Colonial ()f''re is,ln the dr- 
cumetenees, most. unfortunate. The exrienc 	other terri- 
tories, and Jr particular of Trinidad, has beet' tht a 
gruntled and dan.ieroi,s oppositIon tends to Qetile down and 
cooperate to a much greater extent once the de&qion to a-rnt 
Independence to the majority has been taken or is 	rl-v in 
the offing. In the oontext of this ccvntrv, the continued 
unwillingness to concede te rphta of a marrity of over 
of the people represented In the two e.1or 	1tir'rl 'ertis, 
the P.P.". and P.N.C., to their freedom Is m"lv fosterinp 
the determination of the vall reaction-Tv opnosition to resort. 
to extra-constitutional means to block the reoplets will. 

(a) 

'I 



3. 

4.  

T wish for!trfly to warn you tht the nollcy, or rqther 
te tack of policy , now &iown by the Colon1-1 Office cn  heve 
only one effect. It  Will lead to  further dIsturbsneea.  What Is  
neider now ls n clear, c&.eporicl statement by 	Ma,jbsty's 
(overnnient that this country  will be rantd its Indeppnrlence at 
a definite d.te this year. You are, I am sure, as well aware ns 
I thrt  in rntt.ars of this sort thore enn he nothlnE worse than 
a tolic" which is weale and amenable to minority nressure. I he 
only to refer you to the unhqppy histor" of Alp-rip to noint this 
out. 

I hope that you i'11 send my co-nt  t.r  the Col0niq 
OffieA together with my objection nntl I nronoe t.n rprd the 
mat 	as open until 1 hear r•rther from you. 

If in suite of thcse co 1ermt1ons TTAr 
flov'rnrnent insist on the nostponement I shn1l 'l myself uptl 
fied  in any ach action as may he 	ill-le to no In rilrnulrr thp 
iuc.t demands of the people. 

'k,  
T&'rs faitbf\'lly, 

Cheddi Japan. 

4,  xceliency the c,overnor, 
Sir Ralph A. Greg, K.C.!., T.C.V,O., O.B.E., 
(overnment Rouse, 
Ceoratown. 

Nadira
CJ




